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JANUARY MEETING. — 1856. 

The Society held their stated monthly meeting on 
Thursday, Jan. 10, 1856, at noon, at their rooms in 
Tremont Street, Boston ; the President, Hon. Robert C. 
WiNTHROP, in the chair. 

Donations were announced by the Librarian from the 
American Antiquarian Society ; the Essex Institute ; 
Dr. Usher Parsons, of Providence, E..I., Corresponding 
Member ; Lieut. J. M. Gillis, U.S.N. ; Eev. Luther Farn- 
ham ; Lucius M. Sargent, John P. Foote, and J. White, 
Esqs. ; and from Messrs. Ames, Brigham, Clifford, 
Sparks, and Wheatland, of this Society. 

The Librarian reported that all the books heretofore 
noticed as kept out beyond the time have been re- 
turned, and also reported as to other books kept out 
beyond the time. He also exhibited the form prepared 
by him for acknowledging donations to the Society's 
library. 

The President communicated letters from Hon. James 
T. Austin and Rev. Dr. Charles Lowell, severally 
resigning their membership. 

WiNTHROP Sargent, Esq., of the city of Philadelphia, 
was elected a Corresponding Member. 

Mr. Sparks presented a copy of the statement of a 
claim made by Connecticut for lands lying within the 
bounds of Pennsylvania, as under the grant of the 
Council of Plymouth to Lord Say and Seal, March 19, 
1631, together with the counter-statement of Pennsyl- 
vania, respectively ai'gued before the Court of Commis- 
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sioners at Trenton, 1782, with the decision of the 
Commissioners in favor of the latter State. 

He also presented " Definitions of Words in four 
Indian Languages," — a partial collection, made through 
the instrumentality of Washington, at the request of the 
Empress Catharine of Russia, who was desirous of pro- 
curing a complete vocabulary of the American Indian 
languages. 

The request of Rev. C. A. Bartol, for leave to copy 
and publish any extracts from the correspondence of 
Rev. William Hooper, first minister of the West Church 
in Boston, in the possession of the Society, was granted 
under the rules. 

Mr. Sears, from the Third Section, presented to the 
Society a letter written by Frederic Tudor, Esq., Jan. 
22, 1849, to the agent of Mr. Wiggin, of London ; 
being a full and interesting history of the ice-trade, 
commenced by Mr. Tudor, showing its early difficulties, 
its gradual progress, and its final and well-assured success. 
This letter is placed on the files with the following 
condition ; viz., " Boston, Jan. 9, 1856. To be placed 
on the files of the Massachusetts Historical Society; 
but not to be printed during the lifetime of Frederic 
Tudor, Esq., without his consent. — David Sears." 



[Peculiar circumstances connected with the history 
of the ice-trade have induced Mr. Tudor to consent to 
the publication, without further delay and without the 
change of a word, of this letter, written nearly ten years 
ago, and intended to have been withheld, at least during 
his lifetime : — 
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Boston, Jan. 22, 1849. 

Robert Hooper, Esq., 

President Boston Bank, and Agent of an assigned claim of T. Wiggin, Esq. 

Dear Sir, — I have now accomplished the payment to you, 
of the claim upon me of Mr. Wiggin, in full. I have paid 
you principal, $96,000 ; and interest, 153,547.59 : total, 
1149,547.59. The interest, after 1843, was six per cent. 
It had been, before that time, five per cent per annum. 

I hope you, and those you represent, will be willing to 
read a letter I shall write them on this subject. 

In 1832 and 3, 1 found myself so separated from the mer- 
cantile community in which I had been brought up, in conse- 
quence of my exclusive pursuit of a new trade, which I had 
myself founded, that it became necessary to resume some 
other business of a mercantile nature, in order that I might 
renew my suspended intercourse and action with other mer- 
chants ; thus give a greater extension to my ice-business than 
I could otherwise effect. The result was, that, in thus ex- 
tending all my business, I extended one, which I best under- 
stood, profitably, and lost heavily by the other. At the 
opening of 1835, it was ascertained I had lost $210,094.20. 
The debts were to Mr. Wiggin ; the Barings ; Parish and Co. ; 
J. K. Mills and Co. ; Nottebohm and Co. ; C. I. Cazenove and 
Co., &c., — all respectably large. 

The suddenness and extent with which this state of things 
was arrived at was mainly caused by Mr. C. I. Cazenove, the 
agent of Mr. Wiggin, to whom (Mr. Wiggin) I was indebted 
nearly three times as much as to any other individual house. 
It was the commencement of poor Cazenove's insanity. It 
was found " the bottom had fallen out of the peck-measure." 
I had a business beginning to be profitably extensive, but no 
match for such losses. There was in it, at that time, little 
that was worth much ; and although this state of it changed, 
in subsequent years, by the accession of a large amount of 
real estate, this did not then exist. In examining the state 
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of my affairs, it was perceived there was no raeans of enfor- 
cing payment, and that all, or nearly all, was lost. I had paid 
as long as I could. It was proposed to me, that I should 
carry on my ice-business, as the agent of the creditors ; should 
restrict and limit my personal expenses to a given sum, &c., &c. 
To this I objected wholly. I said to the agents, " Allow me to 
proceed, and I will work for you better than I can under any 
restriction. Give me the largest liberty, and I will pay the 
whole, in time, with interest." This was agreed. 

I set out to produce the whole amount required, — say, two 
hundred and ten thousand dollars as principal, with about ten 
thousand dollars annually for interest. I hoped I could do it. 
I had, in the mean time, extended my business to the East 
Indies. Two years after I commenced to make this large 
sum, I was deprived of my principal concern of profit in my 
business by the loss of Havana for a market, by the fraud 
of an agent long in my employ, and whom I had raised from 
a poor condition of life. If this had not happened, I should 
have been able to have completed before now what I had 
undertaken. This loss was grievous. There was some con- 
siderable money also lost in the endeavor to recover it. I 
thought it unwise, however, to waste much energy in seeking 
to recover what was so lost, but rather to apply myself to a 
closer pursuit of my business in other directions. 

The plan which I had about this time adopted in my ice- 
trade was not to act the monopolist, but to give the ice to the 
consumer, in all the southern regions, at a low price ; con- 
sidering, that, in so doing, I was dealing more justly with the 
consumer, and best assisting the progress of the business. 
Thus, in Jamaica, the ice is sold at half the price, and, in 
Calcutta, at a less price, than it is sold in London. Going to 
the East Indies, it has to be four or five months at sea ; to go 
through sixteen thoiisand miles of salt water, and cross the 
equator twice; after its arrival, to be housed in expensive 
buildings, and delivered to the consumers, in the small quan- 
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titles they want it in, for use. This policy of cheap selling 
was met by the English inhabitants of Calcutta with the most 
open-handed and generous liberality. They made me a sub- 
scription and a present of a fine fire-proof building uncondi- 
tionally; and this example was followed, nearly in the same 
way, at Madras and Bombay. All these things strengthened 
me. I had made considerable impression upon my debts up 
to the commencement of 1839 ; but the loss of Havana 
I then felt greatly. I was urged to payment faster than I 
could go. 

A new feature in my business was now discovered ; which 
was, that larger accommodation of buildings became necessary 
for increased demand. The demand had not gained in the 
East Indies, where the consumption was confined to the Eng- 
lish residents, — a very limited number. Ice to the natives 
long continued a nine-days' wonder. Their use of it is still 
very small, although it is constantly supplied, without inter- 
ruption, from year's end to year's end. There has been no 
interruption for a single day, in Calcutta, for five years past. 
The winter of 1842, having failed in producing ice in Massa- 
chusetts, produced its effect, in 1843, by some months' inter- 
ruption. It hurt me greatly, and delayed payments. I 
expended $30,000 in Maine to secure partial and poor sup- 
plies ; but 1843 was a losing year to me. You and others 
received but little more than your interest. 

Better years produced better results: but it was found a 
large investment in real estate, of the most expensive kind, 
had become necessary ; that is, estates in the centre of cities, 
and of course very costly, for the erection of the depositories. 
Although the business had not increased in the more distant 
possessions, it had nearer home. For several years, a single 
cargo of ice would supply New Orleans, and the same in 
Charleston, S.C. : but the demand rapidly and suddenly in- 
creased in those two places, particularly in New Orleans, 
where I have now to ship thirty cargoes ; and a like quantity 
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is shipped by others. Five estates, in central situations in 
New Orleans, were purchased, and one large one in Charles- 
ton, S.C., and costly and permanently strong buildings erected 
upon them. In Jamaica, a wharf and properties in Kingston 
were purchased, and a fine building of brick erected on this 
and all the others ; a heavy expenditure. The extension of 
the business, also, demanded the purchase of estates here ; 
which, in all cases, was considerable and unavoidable. In 
New Orleans, about $107,000 of the profits of the business 
was invested in real estate. In the neighborhood of Boston, 
on the shores of Fresh Pond, Spot Pond, Walden Pond, and 
Smith's Pond (all sheets of water, in England called lakes'), 
it became necessary to secure a large portion of the shores in 
order to command the ice made on their waters. There were 
purchased a hundred and fifty acres, on which were two 
dwelling-houses, fifty-two acres, three acres, and thirty-eight 
acres, on these several shores. It was done before prices of 
such lands had advanced. If complaints have been made 
of such investments, the answer is, that they were unavoida- 
ble. They may be likened to the seed necessary to the har- 
vest. If the purchase of them had not been made, the 
business could not have been continued. If delay in extin- 
guishing the principal of the debts is considered as caused by 
such investments, the answer is, that, had they not been made 
at home and abroad, the business could not have gone on ; 
the creditors would not have received principal or interest. As 
it was, they have had, all along, some portion of the principal, 
and all the interest. Also, with these acquirements of mine, 
I hastened to give them security to the full, and more than 
the full, for the debts, by mortgages on the property ; which 
debts were not secured before. You have held, at various 
times, mortgages on my New-Orleans and Fresh-Pond pro- 
perty ; so with Messrs. J. K. Mills and Co. ; so with Parish 
and Co. 

The ice-trade — which I originated, in 1805, by "the ship- 



56 MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL SOCIETY. [Jan. 

ment of a single cargo of a hundred and thirty tons, in a brig 
belonging to myself, to the Island of Martinique — excited the 
derision of the whole town as a mad project ; but the ability of 
transporting it successfully had been fully calculated, and the 
result justified the calculation. The first cargo arrived in a 
most perfect condition. It has taken a course of years for 
the business to extend. It has been extended ; but I was not 
able to push it to the East Indies for twenty-nine years after 
I had carried it successfully to the West Indies. Its extension 
to the distant places was thought too absurd to be entertained. 
I had proposed it; but I could not obtain the means until 
1838-4. 

I give this detailed history in order that I may justify my 
course to you and others, which has been brought in question, 
and to show that the delay of payment has been as necessary 
as the continuance of the business, upon the success of which 
I could alone procure the means of doing you justice. 

The ice-trade, from contempt and derision, began to grow 
most rapidly ; and if I had not secured the several ponds, and 
lands on their banks, at the moment I did, I should in all pro- 
bability have been cut off from my means of supply of ice, — 
now amounting, on the average, to sixty cargoes annually, — as 
others have taken up the business extensively. Ice now goes 
from Boston in a very large way. I ship, probably, not more 
than a quarter part. The possession of the sources of supply 
has been sought for. Railroads have been built (one of them 
solely for the transportation of ice) ; water on the shores of 
ponds is now leased, and is nearly as valuable, in convenient 
localities, as the land itself. The astonishing growth of Bos- 
ton — now the centre of four cities, in consequence of the 
railroads — has caused these lands, which I have purchased, 
to rise in value. I gave for my Fresh-Pond farm $130 the 
acre ; Spot Pond, $80 an acre ; Smith's Pond, $130 the acre, 
&c., — prices thought at the time to be high : but I have been 
asked if I would take $2,000 an acre for twenty-five of my 
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hundred and fifty acres at Fresh Pond. On the shores of 
Spot Pond (where I have fifty-two acres), lands have recently 
sold at $800 the acre : this cannot, however, be considered 
their just value. 

While I have been thus procuring the means of continu- 
ing the business, and giving security for the balance of debts, 
I have the satisfaction to see, without having so intended, I 
have been gaining the means of being comfortable and well ofif 
in my older period of life, and that I shall not leave my family 
and children penniless. It is indeed a satisfaction to my mind 
to perceive, that in fulfilling my just obligations to others, who 
were my creditors, but are so no longer, I relieve a somewhat 
extensive property in real estate, acquired while I have been 
engaged in doing justice to others, the undertaking of which, 
in 1835, I considered, as you did, almost a forlorn hope. I 
had neither plan or intention of doing any thing, but work 
hard and long to pay ofi" ; thereafter to proceed for my own 
benefit. The manner in which the two things have been 
necessarily combined is explained above. 

The way I have been assisted to success in the East Indies 
has arisen from the generous confidence and means aflforded 
by the residents there. It must be said, and may be often 
repeated, that there is often a magnanimity found in English- 
men, which it gives me pleasure to bear testimony to : in my 
own case, I may say, it is mainly to that that I have been 
indebted for a great portion of the success which, after great 
hazards and great losses, has attended my operation in ice in 
the East Indies. It is this generosity accorded to me that has 
enabled me to do, at last, what I have been so long in accom- 
plishing. That branch of my business has not advanced 
much, but is steady, and is defended in various ways from 
competition. I repose upon a constant and reasonable profit 
from low prices. 

In Jamaica I have a wharf and extensive brick buildings, 
bought low, and which by the business yields some profit, not- 
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withstanding tlie ruined condition of the island; in New 
Orleans, five estates in different parts of the city, covered with 
permanent buildings, yielding me ten per cent upon $125,000 ; 
in Charleston, S.O., there is a good property — nearly one- 
third of an acre — in the centre of the city, with permanent 
buildings ; and my Nahant property, of two dwelling- 
houses and nearly a hundred acres of land. Of this last 
property, it has been said, I have been adding. My reply is, 
that I have done nothing not agreed for in the outset. Nearly 
every tree which I have set out there was a tree, on that pen- 
insula, when I became embarrassed : its removal to the place 
designed for it was planned, and its execution needed, for the 
well-doing of that property. My creditors had an interest in 
the due preservation of the property, and it has been improved 
and benefited. 

With respect to my household and private expenses, they 
have been for many years less than they were in 1835 ; but it 
had been agreed I should be free, in this respect and in all 
others, in the management of my business and property. I 
think I have not violated the agreement. 

On the subject of interest, I wish to say, by the various 
operations of purchase and resale of different real estates, I 
have been obliged to pay the debt to Mr. Wiggin with six per 
cent interest ; whereas the Baring, Parish, and J. K. Mills 
debts were paid at five per cent. 

Thus I have used fourteen years of my life, and accom- 
plished the payment, at last, of principal of debt, as before 
stated . $210,094.20 

Paid interest to close of 1848 70,060.39 



$280,154.69 

It appears I have paid the claims of 1835, and fully liqui- 
dated the sum — principal and interest — of two hundred and 
eighty thousand dollars ; that, having used a large part of the 
active portion of my life, I enter the period of sixty-five with 
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a good property in real estate, with the business attached to it. 
I commenced and founded the ice-trade when I was twenty-two 
years old ; and through the great disaster of a great loss in 
other business, and a great one in Havana in the business 
itself, I have relieved myself, with no man to say I have been 
unjust to him, as I hope, as I think, as I believe. 

It may be asked whether I do not regret that I engaged in 
other business, which long absence of mercantile habits ren- 
dered me incompetent to do well. The answer I have already 
given. If I had not engaged in other business, I should not 
have been able to have accomplished what I have done in the 
principal business. I was restrained by not being amongst 
merchants in business, and in the accommodations which 
business affords, — these all known to be numerous. Without 
them, no extensive operations can be performed : therefore I 
may say most truly, I cannot regret operations concluded 
apparently with so much loss. I never misused any of the 
credits given me by agents of foreign houses. Their facilities, 
and especially those of Mr. Wiggin, were forced upon me, as 
I have explained to you verbally: I did not ask for them. 
When their use became obviously ruinous, I refused them. I 
determined to stop such business, to meet the question of my 
losses, and to pay the whole. It is true, I did not expect it 
would have taken me so long, or that I should have to wade 
through fourteen years of doubted credit. Perhaps I should 
not have been willing to have shoxildered the load. As it has 
turned out, there is not a doubt my having gone through this 
trouble is the source of the swelling extension of the ice-trade ; 
and that I have lived to establish it in the East Indies, where 
I had for a long time endeavored in vain to extend it. I 
began this trade in the youthful hopes attendant on the age 
of twenty-two. I have followed it until I have a head with 
scarcely a hair which is not white. 

I have not spoken of the Tudor' s-Building Estate, yielding 
seven thousand dollars a year. Although you now discharge 
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the mortgage upon it, there is another which I may be said to 
have inherited, and on which I have to pay three thousand 
six hundred dollars annually. The complete cleansing of 
this property will take me another eighteen months to effect. 
I now begin again my Havana business, of which I have 
been ten years deprived ; the first cargo for which departs 
to-morrow. But, with respect to the debts of 1834-5, they 
are now all discharged, principal and interest. I hope those 
who were my creditors are willing to thank me, and will join 
with me in the satisfaction I feel in the accomplishment. 

Being very truly your obedient servant, 

Fkederic Tudor.] 



Mr. Savage, from the Third Section, communicated 
the following paper ; viz. : — 

At Albany, in 1855, was published a " Plan for Seizing, and 
Carrying to New York, Coll. Wm. Goffe, the Regicide, as set 
forth in the Affidavit of John London, April 20, 1678, pub- 
lished from the original in the office of the Secretary of State 
of New York ; with other documents on the same subject 
among the State papers of Connecticut." By this deposition, 
purporting to be of 20th April, 1678, wherein he calls himself 
about fifty years old, the witness, who was not, however, sworn 
until 20th April, 1680, is made to prove, that Captain Jos. Bull, 
of Hartford, hath, for several years past, privately kept Colonel 
Goffe at his own house, or his son's, and still doth keep him 
for aught the witness knows, he (Colonel G.) going by the name 
of Mr. Cooke ; that Whalley lived and died at Hadley in 
those parts, and was buried in the burying-place there ; that, 
in May last, the deponent, with Robert Howard of Windsor, 
which was also the residence of deponent, went to the house 
of said Bull, and saw said Goffe, having formerly known him in 
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England ; as did said Howard, who first discovered Goffe's 
being there. That he did then contrive how to apprehend 
him, supposing that Mr. Richards, the chief man at Hartford, 
would not countenance him, &c. ; and so he m\xst have assist- 
ance of others, to seize and bring said GofFe to New York ; and 
so he disclosed to his neighbor, Thomas Powell, who first pro- 
mised assistance, but forthwith went down to Hartford on 
Saturday, and informed against London by telling Major 
Talcott and Secretary Allen ; while London had his horse 
ready on Monday to surprise Goffe, and carry him away. But 
Powell came back on Sunday morning, with the marshal in 
his company, to take him to Hartford, where Talcott and Allen 
examined him ; the deponent objecting to the charges, that 
the proof was only of a single witness, his neighbor Powell, an 
idle, drunken fellow. That he, the deponent, told Talcott and 
Allen and others that he knew that they concealed Goffe, 
and he could, when he pleased, lay his hand on his shoul- 
der; and much other such stuff is sworn to. But though 
this evidence was taken by Mat. NicoUs, the Secretary of 
the Province of New York, on 20th April, 1680, and, we may 
hardly doubt, was in very few hours exhibited to his master 
the Governor, yet the Governor's letter to Connecticut was 
not written before 18th May following, and is very like a mere 
formal paper, expecting no beneficial result. 

On receipt of that letter, 10th June, warrant was forthwith 
issued by the Governor and Council of Connecticut ; and the 
very next day they give reply to Andross, regretting that his 
Honor had not given them the name of the informers, and 
suggesting the possibility that it was the informers' object to de- 
lude his Honor, and cast reproach \ipon Hartford people. The 
suspicion naturally arises, that Andross did not believe the 
information, but only acted to prevent charges against himself. 
Possibly the affair was all contrived by the Connecticut gen- 
tlemen, after the death of Goffe at Hadley had reached them, 
to raise a false reputation for loyalty, without the slightest 
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injury to the cause of the Regicides, the elder of whom had 
been dead some years, and his son-in-law recently gone to his 
reward, not by an earthly tribunal. After so many years' 
escape from pursuit, the government of Charles 11. could have 
little desire to obtain the fugitives ; certainly had no expecta- 
tion that the New-England people would betray their hiding. 
In 1661, they might have been in some peril of falling under 
arrest by Kellond and his copartner, in Bndicott's warrant of 
May ; but the letter of Sir Thomas Temple in August after, 
speaking to his Majesty's Secretary of State relative to the 
" secret design " of himself, Mr. Pincheon, and Captain Lord, 
" to apprehend and secure their persons," — which is printed 
in volume viii. of our last series, — left no encouragement. 
If those three gentlemen could not detect the place of refuge, 
it was not probable that any others would gain the knowledge ; 
or, if they were resolved to mystify the government, — which 
seems not unlikely, — hardly any other person in New England 
would feel so eager for the punishment of the Regicides as to 
endanger his own safety by instrumentality in their capture 
and extradition. No doubt Matchless Mitchell expressed the 
sentiment of most of the cool people of our country, where he 
says, since he " had opportunity to look a little into that 
action for which these men suffer, I could never see that it was 
justifiable." But probably the majority of New-England men 
had not then attained that degree of coolness ; and not one of 
a hundred of those who doubted, whether the deed were justi- 
fiable, could wish to surrender the fugitives, who had partaken 
our hospitality, to the extreme punishment of the law. When 
they read, Vengeance belongeth unto the Lord, they might sa- 
tisfy their consciences with overlooking the treason. 

Whether London acted under instruction of the chief peo- 
ple of Hartford, or proceeded on his own suggestions in the 
bungling contrivance, — that he was a fit instrument in such 
machinery we may easily determine by what we find in the 
acts of the Connecticut Council of War, as appears in Trum- 
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bull (Col. Rec, ii. 396). In January, 1676, the Council 
committed him to prison for coming from the army without 
license, calumniating the officers of the army, and reporting 
many notorious lies, to the great prejudice of the Colony. 

Jas. Savage. 

lOth January, 1856. 



FEBEUAEY MEETING. 

The Society held their stated monthly meeting on 
Thursday, Feb. 14, at noon, at their rooms in Tremont 
Street, Boston ; the President, Hon. Robert C. Win- 
THROP, in the chair. 

The Librarian announced donations from the Direc- 
tors of the Western Lunatic Asylum ; the Regents of 
the University of the State of New York ; the Ameri- 
can Philosophical Society ; the Minnesota Historical 
Society ; the Commissioners for erecting the Public 
Library in Boston ; George D. Manypenny, Esq., Com- 
missioner of Indian Affairs ; the New-Jersey Historical 
Society ; Thomas G. Gary, Esq. ; Rev. Frederic A. Whit- 
ney ; Rev. Charles Brooks ; Dr. Henry Bond, Corre- 
sponding Member; and Messrs. Prescott, Sibley, and 
Winthrop, Resident Members. 

. The Corresponding Secretary communicated the pro- 
ceedings of the Georgia Historical Society on the occa- 
sion of the death of Hon. John Macpherson Berrien, 
a distinguished member of that Society, and a Corre- 
sponding Member of this Society. 

Voted, That the Corresponding Secretary be requested 
to acknowledge the receipt of these proceedings in a 
communication to the Georgia Society. 



